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Welcome to our Magazine.                                                                                                                            

It has been an exciting summer of sport with the Olympics and Paralympics.  Our 

Church Holiday Club this year had a Rio theme, as you can read about in the 

Magazine.  Summer is over Harvest time is upon us and the weather is turning towards 

autumn, so now the various activities in and around the Church Centre  

are starting back again.  There is plenty to get involved with and much to keep you 

busy and active all through the week - read more and see how you can be involved. 

May God richly bless us as we journey together in His way and to His glory. 

Your friend and Minister 

Adrian 

A TIME OF CHANGE 

Since the publication of the last magazine, there have been a great many changes, 

both positive and negative in respect to the Church and Church Centre.                      

One of the biggest changes in the life of the church in Bankfoot was the death of Mr 

Alex Melville. When the Church building burnt down, within the disaster of the fire 

Alex was one of the first to see the possibility and dream of something better 

springing from its ashes and he worked tirelessly with many others to see that dream 

come to life in the Bankfoot Church Centre. He was always happy to show folk around 

the new building, telling them of the journey the church had already taken and the 

next steps of faith that God was calling us to. As an elder and then as Session Clerk, 

Alex took on many roles within the church. A steady presence, a wise word, always 

ready to help however big or small the task. His faith was seen in his every day service 

to others and to the Church. We owe a huge debt to Alex and he is sadly missed by all. 

AN UPDATE ON THE OLD CHURCH BUILDING 

I have heard it said that a rumour can travel right around the village before the truth 

has got its boots on! Recently a rumour was reported to me that Historic Scotland had 

ordered the demolition of the old church building. The truth is more mundane and 

also more complicated. The old church building is owned by the General Trustees of 

the Church of Scotland but any costs involved with the building are the responsibility 

of the local congregation of Auchtergaven and Moneydie. The congregation have 

always wished to find a way to make the old church building safe and in some way 

restore the tower but we have been unable to pursue this plan because we have been 

in debt by approximately £0.5 million.                                                                                              

*****   DATES FOR YOUR DIARY    ***** 

October:-     Harvest Thanksgiving on Sunday 9th 

        Book Launch – Sunday 16th  

        Communion on Sunday 23rd 

November:- Church Christmas Card – entries to be in by 6th 

        Craft Fayre 12th 

December:- Carols for Christian Aid on Sunday 4th 

        Christmas Afternoon Teas –on Tuesday 13th 

Other events in December will be included in the Church Christmas Card 

***** 

 

 

OUR DAILY BREAD CAFÉ SPECIALS 

Coffee, Cake & Chat on Mondays in October 

A ‘new’ type of scone or cake each Monday 

The Foyer Café is quiet on a Monday, your chance to support us. 

November Scottish Week  -  21st – 25th   

Sample some delicious Scottish fare 

Chill out December  -  Mon 19th – Fri 23rd 

Special coffees for the adults; ‘healthy’ treats for the young ones  

 



The sale of the Manse in Bankfoot in March paid off the original capital of the loan but 

due to accrued interest, we still owe in the region of £125,000. 

Following an inspection of the old church building, concerns were raised and a 

structural engineer’s report on the condition was carried out. Last winter's stormy 

weather had caused further deterioration of the building, resulting in safety concerns 

and the fencing around the old church building was redone and extended to comply 

with the report's recommendations. The structural engineer suggested that, following 

another bad winter, the tower may well be in danger of collapse or be in such a state 

of disrepair that restoration would no longer be possible.                                                                   

A further report and estimates of the likely costs of the various options followed. 

Option one:-Safely dismantling the building, keeping a waist high footprint of the 

tower and moving the reusable stonework to a safe place of storage so that, if funds 

became available, something appropriate could be constructed on the site.                          

Approximate cost £35K                                                                                                           

Option two:-Safely dismantling the walls of the church and renovating the tower. 

Approximate cost £570K 

The General Trustees indicated that, because of the urgent safety concerns raised in 

the structural engineer’s report and the difficult financial situation of the 

congregation, they would only be willing to allow the congregation to borrow the 

money required for option one.                                                                                                                    

The Kirk Session reluctantly agreed that we had no choice but to follow the advice of 

the General Trustees as in option one and then on Saturday 10th September 2016 

Perth Presbytery approved that decision. 

This is just the first stage of what is likely to be a lengthy process. We need to get 

approval from Perth & Kinross Council and this will involve negotiations with, amongst 

others, Historic Environment Scotland. We may need further structural and other 

surveys and accurate detailed costing for the proposed works will also be required. 

Our aim is still to enable the site to be safe and something that the whole of Bankfoot 

village can be proud of rather than the sad ruin that we see today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In February 2016 Auchtergaven and Moneydie Parish Church 

was successful in gaining Fairtrade church status.  This means 

that: 

The church uses Fairtrade tea and coffee after services and for 

all meetings for which the Church has responsibility.                                                                                           

The church will move forward on using other Fairtrade products such as sugar, 

washing up liquid, biscuits, fruit, flowers etc.                                                                                      

The church will promote Fairtrade during Fairtrade Fortnight and during the year 

whenever possible. 

Congratulations to Maggie, Jennie, Morven and Olivia who have been working on this 

for the past two years. 

Our next Fairtrade stalls will be on                                                                                         

2nd October; 6th November; 27th November; 4th December  

Please show you care and buy Fairtrade goods from us as we help to fight poverty 

through trade.  Thanks.  Fiona Lough 

HEART FOR ART 

If you or somebody you know is facing the early stages of dementia 

then Heart for Art could be just the thing to brighten your day (and 

your walls).  New participants and volunteers welcome.  Contact 

Nan for details. Group meets every second Wednesday morning in 

the Hub. 

Afternoon teas 

Special Christmas Afternoon Tea at Bankfoot Church Centre 

To be served on Tuesday 13th December from 2.00 – 4.00pm 

Only £6.50 per person for a selection of delicious savouries and cakes 

Book your table with Evelyn 



THE HOLIDAY CLUB                                                                                                                                 

The Olympics in Rio visited 

Bankfoot then Luncarty in 

August, our participants were 

aged 4 to 80 and 30-40 people 

joined in each day, most of them children.  Thank you to everybody involved including 

people who prayed for us, lent us equipment and donated snacks and many other 

essential things.  Each day included warm up, craft, messy games, songs, drama, team 

games, snack and a story.  The bible story was acted out with the hearers and often 

involved fishing nets, water pistols, hats and stunts.  The Christ the Redeemer statue 

in Rio reminded us that everybody is welcomed by Jesus.  The theme for the day was 

in an Olympic ring and we were all invited to FOLLOW Jesus, CARE for people as Jesus 

did, see how AWESOME Jesus is and hear athletes at the games talk about their 

inspiration.  We saw how Peter trusted Jesus and we played TRUST games and we 

discovered how we can GROW in the days after Holiday Club like seeds in good soil. 

Karen Kelman our youth worker led a small team of adults, assisted by some very 

capable teenagers who did a brilliant job.  As our theme song reminded us regularly 

"with God's help, we can reach our goal". 

THE END OF AN ERA BANKFOOT GUILD WREATH MAKING 

In 1995 The Guild made 75 Christmas wreaths in the Manse and that 

has continued for the past 21 years with the number ordered growing 

every year, until last year when 250 wreaths were sold.                                                                                                 

We are sad to say that we cannot continue as our volunteers have 

dwindled, so regrettably therefore, after much debate and thought, we 

have decided not to carry on with this project. The Guild members and volunteers 

enjoyed the friendship and fun during this time knowing we were giving an important 

service to the Community.                                                                                                                               

To all our volunteers both Church and non-Church members, who have helped year in 

and year out,  a very big ‘thank you’ for all the hours spent gathering greenery, 

making wreaths, delivering wreaths, collecting and banking the proceeds, providing 

lunch, clearing up, etc etc. We also thank our customers who have supported us over 

the years without whom the whole project would not have been so successful. Most 

of the profits from this went solely to Church funds. So thank you all, once again, for 

the support the Guild received from the Community and outlying areas. 

 

CAROLS FOR CHRISTIAN AID 

 

The annual Carols for Christian Aid will be on the 4th of December at 7pm. This is the 

first Sunday of Advent and the evening will be a lovely start to the Christmas season. 

It's always been a well-supported occasion and once again everyone will be most 

welcome.                                                                                                                                              

We all know from our televisions of the awful suffering of so many people throughout 

the world, and the monies we send from that evening helps a little to make life a bit 

easier for some. Please come and support us. An added bonus is the possibility that 

Michael Ellacott will be playing that evening.                          Helen Simpson 

 

A verse written by a farmer for his son - 

Man does his best, God does the rest 

Man well intends, God the harvest sends 

The harvest has always been sent and always will, 

So we must hold up our half of the deal and keep on doing our best. 

 

 

 

BOOK LAUNCH      Dr Simpson's new book, is to be 

launched in Bankfoot Church by the Moderator of the 

Assembly Dr Russell Barr, and the Church's Principal 

Clerk, the Very Rev. John Chalmers, a former 

Moderator.  

The launch will be on Sunday 16th October at 7pm.  The 

royalties from the book will once again go to Cystic 

Fibrosis Research.  Coffee and Tea will be served at the 

close of the launch. All are welcome. 

 The book priced £5.95, with its lovely blend of seriousness and humour, it 

would make an ideal Christmas present.  Copies will be on sale at the launch 

and in the days after the launch, at Nisa, Bankfoot.  



CHURCH FLOWERS 

There is a Flower Calendar on the table in the Foyer.                                                  

Please put your name against a date if you wish                                                                  

to place flowers in the Church on any Sunday in 2017.                                               

Annie would like to thank all those who regularly donate and 

deliver flowers. 

For more information or to make a donation, contact Annie Currie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

***** 

‘22 members were present at the church meeting last evening.  Mrs Crutchfield and 

Mrs Rankin sang a duet “The Lord Knows Why”.’ 

‘The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to make calls on the people who are 

not afflicted with any church.’       (quotes from a church magazine) 

STRIDE FOR LIFE HEALTH WALKING GROUP  

The walking group who meet every Thursday morning at 10.30am at the Church 

Centre have had a busy period and have enjoyed the walking even though the 

summer weather has been pretty poor!                                         

 Over the past few months the group attended the "the Big Stride Walk" at Macrosty 

Park in Crieff where 62 walkers from 12 different groups attended and enjoyed a well 

deserved cuppa and snack after the 3 mile walk around Lady Mary's beautiful paths.  

The group also took part in a walking challenge which was part of the Living Streets 

initiative. The challenge involved recording daily steps on a pedometer over 4 weeks, 

with the hope that the walkers would set themselves some small targets and goals. 

The success rate varied between walkers, but the challenge generated lots of 

discussion, was good fun and some walkers recorded over 200,000 steps for the 

period of the challenge which was a fantastic achievement!  

Another new initiative for the group, is making walks dementia friendly and this 

process is currently underway with Bankfoot being identified as one of these walking 

groups.  A new flier has been designed to promote the walks and will hopefully help 

to attract those affected with early stage dementia diagnosis to join us in our walks. 

***** 

An elderly gentleman had a serious hearing problem and, after several years, he went 

to see his doctor. The doctor fitted him with a set of hearing aids which completely 

restored his hearing. 

A month later he returned for a check-up and the doctor said, “Your hearing is 100%! 

Your family must be delighted.” He just smiled at the doctor and said, “Oh, I haven’t 

told them yet. I just sit around and listen to the conversations. I’ve changed my will 

three times!” 

 

BANKFOOT CHURCH CENTRE BACK ON THE WEB AT                        

www.bankfootchurch.org 

Our new website is a simple way to check times and dates and keep up to date 

with events in the church centre. Organisations within the church are adding their 

own news, so it is easy to see what has been going on at Compass or Guides. The 

site is still under construction so if your group has information or photos to add 

please get in touch. Why not take a look online yourself, or if that is not your thing 

ask a teenage relative or neighbour to help you! www.bankfootchurch.org  Dougie 

Pollok and Paul Neilson 

Vacancies 

Dish washer, waitress, cleaner, handyman, groundsman, baker, 

administrator, bookkeeper, etc, etc ……… 

Anyone with a little time to spare, can you help at the Centre? 

http://www.bankfootchurch.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T H Stevenson & Sons 

Family Butcher 

Stanley -  01738 828267 

 Dunkeld -  01350 727266 

1. Quality beef, lamb and pork 

2. Home-made steak pies 

3. Steaks, sausages and burgers 

Home delivery available 

No minimum order – call for details 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUCHTERGAVEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

The Auchtergaven Community Council (ACC) meets on the third Wednesday of every 
month at 7.30pm, though a break is taken from these in the summer. Meetings are 
generally finished by 9pm.                                                                                                          
We post agendas at the Bankfoot and Waterloo bus stops, on Facebook (Search 
‘Bankfoot Community’ and you should find our page) and on the community notice 
board at the Nisa the week of our meetings. Details are also published in the Bankfoot 
News section of the PA the week before.                                                                                               
We would love to improve Bankfoot’s facilities and utilities, or perhaps make better 
use of such schemes as Community Watch. Everyone in our community has a part to 
play and we would love to see you at our meetings, even if it is just for a catch up and 
a chat about what’s going on. There is always the opportunity to work with us on a 
specific project that is dear to you, or perhaps to ask for our help and support with 
any matter where you feel that community involvement or support might be of 
benefit.  I do hope we’ll see you soon, Jane Bechtel  

Chair, Auchtergaven Community Council.                                                                                
Next Meetings: WEDNESDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER; WEDNESDAY 19TH OCTOBER; 
WEDNESDAY 16TH NOVEMBER; WEDNESDAY 21ST DECEMBER (tbc)                                           
AuchtergavenCommunityCouncil@pkc.gov.uk                                                                         
www.facebook.com/Bankfoot-Community 

 

BANKFOOT GUIDING ON WEDNESDAY EVENINGS    

Rainbows age 5-7 meet from 5pm -6pm                                                                         
Brownies age 7-10 meet from 6pm -7.30pm                                                                                   
Guides age 10+ meet from 7pm - 8.30pm 

We warmly welcome any girl who is interested in joining us and we are also recruiting 
for helpers / leaders for all sections.                                                                                 
Please contact Marie O'Brien. 

BANKFOOT BABY & TODDLER GROUP. 

We meet every Wednesday at Bankfoot Church Centre from 9.30 am – 11.30am. 

£2 per session and £1 for under 6 months old. 

We provide a healthy snack. 

We provide free tea and coffee & biscuits for parents. 

Your first session is free! 

Upcoming Events. 

Preloved clothes sale - a permanent fixture of our group sessions. 

Rhythm & Rhyme Session. 

Halloween Craft Workshop. 

Group visits (details TBC)                                                                                                                         

We are looking into more charity fundraising ideas and will announce all new events 

on our Facebook page. 

THE COUNTRY DANCE CLUB 

The Country Dance Club starts on the Monday the 10th October 2016 in Bankfoot 

Church Centre at 7.30pm.                                                                                                               

New members to country dancing will be made most welcome and will be guided by 

our very capable teacher, Jane.  We have a very enjoyable evening with a good variety 

of popular dances, nothing too difficult, and we are all there for enjoyable exercise 

but most of all friendship and fun. We look forward to seeing you. 

DAYCARE 

Oasis Daycare at Bankfoot runs on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday each week and 
at the Tryst Pitlochry on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday each week.                   
Please Contact Lorna Smith on 07771345244 for more information. 

 

Opening times:  3pm until 6pm (Mon-Thur) and 3pm till 5.30pm (Fri) 

Fun Activities; Trained and Qualified Staff; Pick up services from local schools 

Contact Kari on 07861 293976 

Email: karicowan271@btinternet.com 

www.afterschoolclubperthshire.com 

Based in Bankfoot Church Centre, Tulloch Primary School 

and Pitlochry High School. 

Providing a FREE pick up service from other local schools 

  

 

mailto:karicowan271@btinternet.com
http://www.afterschoolclubperthshire.com/


BADMINTON CLUB 
The Badminton Club has started for another season and welcomes members old and 
new. We meet in the Moneydie Hall on Wednesday evenings 7 – 10pm from mid 
September to the end of May. The Club caters for all abilities and anyone from 1st 
year onwards is welcome.                                                                                                                      
The Club had a successful season in the Perth & District Badminton League finishing in 
3rd place and were winners of the Campus Trophy. 

Ian Brown, President of Perth & District Badminton Association, presenting the 
Campus Trophy on behalf of the sponsor to Paul Bailey, Wendy Hardie, Grant Cargill, 
Linda Norris, Graeme Swingler and Craig Martin. 

If you want to find out more about the club please contact Alan Fleming  or come 
along on a Wednesday evening between 7 and 10pm. 

 

BOYS’ BRIGADE 

Do you know any boys in P2 to S6 who like making new friends, learning new life 
skills, enjoy outdoor activities but most of all having fun?  If you do, we would like to 
see them at the Church Centre on Friday nights from 6 till 7.30pm.                                              
Unfortunately, we have been unable to take part in a lot of competitions like football, 
volleyball and basketball as we have not had enough boys but we would like to take 
part this session.                                                                                                                                                                           
For more information please contact Barbara Heeps  or the Church Office.  

BANKFOOT WEDNESDAY CLUB 

The Club resumed on 14th September in the Auchtergaven Room. This social club 
invites all over 50’s(men and women) to its fortnightly meetings at 2.00pm.              
This year’s programme features a variety of musical talents and talks, a breadmaking 
demonstration and a return of the Barber shop Singers as well as an afternoon with 
Eddie Rose.                                                                                                                                          
A great opportunity to meet old friends and make new ones. 

Annual subscription is £5 and £1 per meeting for tea/coffee and biscuits.                            

Enquiries to Joan Blue  or Sheena Garland   

 

 

 

THE GEARED FOR GROWTH LADIES BIBLE STUDY GROUP  

This group continues to meet every second Tuesday (approximately) and our present 

study is on the Epistles of John. If any lady is interested in finding out more and joining 

with us please get in touch with Pat Urquhart or email church office. 

AUCHTERGAVEN & MONEYDIE GUILD 

The Guild meets on the first Thursday of each month (unless otherwise intimated) in 

Bankfoot Church Centre at 7.30pm.  During the year we have various speakers plus 

some entertainers. Everyone is welcome to join, both ladies and gentlemen, and we 

would be delighted if you would come along to one of our meetings. 

Our programme for the coming season is as follows: 
1 September Mission International (Haiti)  Speaker:  Ian Craig 
10 September Visit to Pitlochry Theatre 
6 October CHAS     Speaker:  Alison Rennie 
3 November Talk about Mary Slessor   Speaker:  Marjorie Clark 
18 November Guild Week celebration 
1 December Christmas Quiz 
2017 
5 January All Friends Together (starts at 2.00pm) Speaker:  Ivy Blair 
2 February Tayside Mountain Rescue  Speaker:  Eric Drummond 
2 March: AGM 
6 April  Musical Coffee Evening 
 

YOUTH GROUPS 

Unfortunately our youth worker is off work at present. However, It is hoped to start 

Compass, the group for younger children, after the October break.  Union will resume 

as soon as arrangements can be made. Updates will be posted on the church website. 

***** 

ELEVEN PLUS TWO   when you arrange the letters gives TWELVE PLUS ONE 

DORMITORY                when you arrange the letters gives DIRTY ROOM 

THE EYES  when you arrange the letters gives    THEY SEE 
     


